








Funding The Future

Bob and Laura Reynolds have a history of giving back and 
making a difference through their philanthropy.

The Boston couple is giving $10 million to the WVU College 
of Business and Economics. The gift will provide initial funding 
for a building in their names at a new business school complex 
on Morgantown’s waterfront, as well as propel other academic 
components of business education at B&E. The new B&E complex 
will be located on the site of the current Stansbury Hall. 

Bob, a 1974 finance graduate of the WVU College of Business 
and Economics and a member of the WVU Foundation board of 
directors, is president and CEO of three multinational companies.

“About five years ago, we began talking with folks at the 
College of Business and Economics and the Foundation about 
B&E’s vision for the future — and how we might be a part 
of that,” Bob Reynolds said. “Now we’ve come together on 
a vibrant plan for a new business school building and other 
amenities that will revitalize and transform Morgantown’s 
waterfront. This is a plan we’re proud to support.”

The leadership gift is part of the highly successful “A State  
of Minds” comprehensive private fundraising campaign for 
WVU, of which Bob Reynolds serves as co-chairman. 

“I am a firm believer that you cannot have a great university 
without a great business school,” said WVU President E. Gordon 
Gee. “This generous gift by Bob and Laura will not only help 
construct a new building in their name, but will also help launch our 
plans to build a new College of Business and Economics complex.”

Reynolds, a native of Clarksburg, WV, attributed his 
successes to the University that molded him.

“At a time when State support is declining, we need private 
support more than ever. And WVU has earned that support,” 
he said. “I have said it many times before, and I’ll say it again. 
Whatever success I’ve had in my life and career began right 
here — in the four years I spent as a student at West Virginia 
University. I love this place. And I want my alma mater to 
nurture and challenge future generations of Mountaineers.”

B&E Dean Javier Reyes said a newly constructed business 
school will open even more doors of opportunity for students 
and provide more space and resources for faculty.

“We believe that the true differentiator for B&E will be 
that of experiential learning and the overall role it plays in 
the student experience,” Reyes said. “Our model of education 
reflects a blend of classroom learning with experiences outside 
the classroom, ranging from learning labs to events, and from 
group participation-based projects to training designed to ready 
students for their careers.

“The generosity of Bob and Laura Reynolds will initiate the 
design and construction of a superior facility and academic 
investment. Students will have unique, experiential learning 
opportunities that will help make them business leaders 
anywhere in the world. Increased and innovative faculty 
resources at these new facilities will be designed with the 
student in mind.” 

Reynolds’ $10 Million Gift

Bernard Osher Foundation Endowment
Nontraditional, undergraduate WVU students have the opportunity 
to receive scholarship funding through the Osher Reentry 
Scholarship program, supported by the Bernard Osher Foundation. 

In 2011, the Bernard Osher Foundation began supporting 
the scholarship program with grants of $50,000 annually. Three 
years later, WVU received a $1 million grant from the foundation, 
creating an endowed scholarship program.

Students seeking to resume their studies and complete a 
baccalaureate degree after a cumulative interruption in their 
education of five or more years, may receive funding through the 
scholarship. Individuals may use the scholarship for tuition and 
fees at WVU Morgantown, WVU Tech or Potomac State College. 
Recipients may receive a scholarship of up to $5,000 and are 
required to maintain a 2.5 grade point average in order to apply for 
a scholarship renewal.

“As a program of the Bernard Osher Foundation, the Osher 
Lifelong Learning Institute is pleased to be able to encourage and 
support older undergraduate students in their pursuit of higher 

education with the help of this unique scholarship,” said Jascenna 
Haislet, director of the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at WVU.

Seven WVU students received scholarships in 2016, and 
30 scholarships have been awarded since the program began at 
WVU in 2011.

Students interested in applying can visit the Osher Lifelong 
Learning Institute at WVU website by going to olliatwvu.org and 
selecting the scholarships tab. Or by visiting the WVU Financial 
Aid website at financialaid.wvu.edu/aid-and-scholarships/
scholarships and selecting the Osher Reentry Scholarship tab.

The Bernard Osher Foundation, headquartered in San 
Francisco, was founded in 1977 by Bernard Osher, a respected 
businessman and community leader. The foundation seeks to 
improve the quality of life through support for lifelong learning, 
higher education, integrative medicine and the arts. Through post-
secondary scholarship funding to colleges and universities across 
the nation, the foundation focuses special attention on reentry 
students, typically aged 25-50. 
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The Last Word with Corey Farris
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We recently had the opportunity to sit down with 
the Dean of Students, Corey Farris, for a lighter take 
on his life at WVU and some advice for parents.

What is your best WVU memory as an 
undergraduate student?
Organizing the last student pep rally at the old 
Mountaineer Field on the downtown campus where 
Life Sciences and Business and Economics building 

now stands. Pretty special moment! 

What is your favorite comfort food you crave  
after a long day?
Who doesn’t love a good meat loaf, brussel sprouts and 
mashed potatoes? Yum!

What is your favorite vacation spot?
Morgantown, WV. Kidding of course. Any beach or body of 
water. I find, being near the water relaxes me.

What is the coolest place on campus that all 
students must visit?
Two spots: The PRT control room is something to see. Also,  
the bench by the Blaney House that overlooks Morgantown. 
It’s one of the best views around!

What is your favorite thing to do on campus?
This is an easy one. It has to be talking and listening to  
our students.

Do you think parents are important to a 
students’ success?
Of course! Yes! Students need good support systems.

How often should parents call their college kids?
Once a week.

How much money should parents send their 
students? Did your parents send you money 
when you were a student at WVU?
Enough to get by but also enough for them to understand 
the value of money. (My parents) never sent me money but 
occasionally would slip me twenty bucks as I was leaving  
after visiting them in Charleston, WV. 

Follow him on Twitter @CoreyFarrisWVU.

Since joining WVU in 1991, Corey Farris has served in 
various leadership roles within Student Life, including new 
student services, residential education, housing and university 
apartments and student conduct. He has served in the role of 
dean of students since 2010.

Farris received a bachelor’s degree from WVU in business 
administration in 1981. Three years later, he graduated  
with a master’s degree in student personnel from The Ohio 
State University. 
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For more information on residence hall closings, please visit the housing website at housing.wvu.edu. 
And for a full list of events, go to parentsclub.wvu.edu.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

May 1 - 5: Final Exam Week

May 6: Residence Halls Close at 5:00 p.m.

May 12 - 14: Commencement

May 15: First Summer Session Begins

August 12: Move-in Day

August 16: First Day of Classes

September 4: Labor Day Recess

September 22 - 24: Fall Family Weekend

September 23: Fall Ring Day Ceremony


